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In December 1998, the IGS Goveming Board officially changed the name of this JAG
service from 'International GPS Service for Geodynamics' to simply the 'International
GPS Service'. This change of name reflects the fact that today the IGS supports numerous
scientific projects outside the traditional geodetic and geodynamic disciplines. A number of
IGS projects and working groups have been established, each concentraling on a particular
scicnce application, such as the ionosphere, atmosphere, reference frame, precisc time
transfer, etc. These activities are enabled and stimulated by the IGS and directly contribute
to the continuing development of the service. The IGS is cumrently poised to respond to
evolving uscr requirements that focus on timeliness and reliability of data and products,
particularly in support of a slate of Low Earth Orbiter missions over lhe next decade.

Perspectives on the future of the IGS will be developed based on current directions as well
as anticipated external influences, such as GPS satellite modernization, GLONASS,
availability of global communications, and plans for the European GALILEQ (Global
Navigation Satellite System - GNSS). We will address development of user friendly
interfaces and IGS product tutonials.




